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Introduction

The Church of South India (CSI) has been a pioneering force in ecological action. Notably, it
remains the only church in India to enshrine the Integrity of Creation in its constitution, a
groundbreaking step taken in 1992. This commitment has driven CSI to embrace ecology as a
core mission, inspiring meaningful change at multiple levels.

In 2014, CSI launched its Climate Justice Ministry, operating across 24 dioceses and
engaging 4.5 million people in South India. Over the past decade, this ministry has
implemented impactful eco-projects to address climate change. This presentation draws
insights from a decade of transformative action and offers a strategic roadmap for an
ecumenical approach to climate justice. Further details, including program videos, are
available at www.csimkdecological.org.

A Roadmap for Ecumenical Climate Action
1. Promote Life-Affirming Theologies

o Develop and Disseminate Resources: Create literature emphasising the inherent
dignity of all living beings, the land, and Creation.

e Educate Across Communities: Provide eco-theology and life-affirming theology
training for clergy, teachers, youth, and women to cultivate spiritual and ecological
consciousness.

« Rise Above Prejudice: The Bible challenges us to transcend cultural biases and
embrace equality. Figures like William Wilberforce, who fought against slavery,
demonstrate how scripture—read through Christ’s lens of love—can transform
societies.

o A Call to Action: Are we reading scripture to justify prejudice or to transform our
hearts and the world? Faith calls us to align with God’s rthythm of justice and mercy.

2. Stay Updated in Eco-Theology and Climate Justice

« Equip Clergy and Educators: Offer training on the latest developments in eco-
theology and climate justice to ensure relevant and impactful teachings.

e Organize Regular Events: Conduct workshops, seminars, and retreats to facilitate
discussions on emerging ecological issues and explore innovative solutions.

o Educational Collaboration: CSI has partnered with the United Theological College,
Bengaluru, to conduct a Certificate Course in Eco-Theology, equipping individuals to
integrate faith with ecological responsibility.

3. Train Students as Green Ambassadors


http://www.csimkdecological.org/

Empower Young Leaders: Integrate environmental education and leadership
training into church programs to equip students as Green Ambassadors for Climate
Justice.

Engage Educational Institutions: Partner with schools and colleges to involve
students in climate action projects, awareness campaigns, and community initiatives.

4. Collaborate to Create Model Climate-Resilient Communities

Interfaith Collaboration: Partner with other faith communities to establish Climate-
Resilient Communities that showcase sustainable practices, such as renewable energy
use, rainwater harvesting, and community-led conservation projects.

Promote Best Practices: Highlight these communities as models to inspire faith
groups, schools, and organisations to adopt similar measures.

5. Convey the Message of Climate Justice Through Artistic Expressions

To effectively engage grassroots communities, the message of eco-conservation must go
beyond conventional methods. Creative art forms such as painting, dance, group songs,
theatre, and storytelling are powerful tools to connect with diverse audiences. These artistic
expressions can help ensure that the call for climate justice resonates widely, inspiring
collective action at all levels.

6. Advocate for the Rights of All Creation

Lobby for Environmental Protection: Advocate for robust legislation and
enforcement to protect forests, water bodies, land, and air quality.

Expand the Concept of Rights: Move beyond human rights to embrace the rights of
all Creation—recognising the inherent value of every living and non-living being
within the ecosystem.

The Church as a Voice for Creation: Address ecological exploitation and
destruction as moral and spiritual issues, grounding advocacy in theological principles
of stewardship and interconnectedness.

Interfaith Collaboration: Form alliances with other faith communities to advocate
collectively for the rights of Creation, emphasizing shared responsibility in caring for
the Earth.

7. Promote Carbon-Neutral Parishes

Commit to Action: Aim to make 20% of parishes in each church carbon-neutral
within the next two years.

Define Carbon Neutral Parishes: These parishes should actively follow green
protocols for mitigating and adapting to climate change, including waste management,
reduced energy consumption, and sustainable practices.

Ongoing Initiatives: The CSI Madhya Kerala Diocese is working towards converting
300 parishes into carbon-neutral parishes within the next two years.

8. Ensure Grassroots Impact Through Eco Audits

Conduct Eco Audits: Evaluate the environmental impact of each parish.



o Encourage Transparency: Publish audit results on church websites to promote
community-wide participation in corrective actions.

Conclusion

The Church is uniquely positioned to lead climate justice efforts, rooted in faith, compassion,
and partnership with Creation. By implementing these strategies, we can inspire
transformative action within our communities and beyond, making tangible progress toward a
sustainable and just future.

Youtubes

) Rev Dr John Samuel Ponnuswamy, Theologian
https://youtu.be/nBfvZxzFxzA?si=zul2muvYO5NF_rcb

b) Rev Dr Chilkuri Vasantha Rao, Theologian
https://youtu.be/Dy2-BTMkum4?si=aZ_x14tsxyhba2_c

c) Rev Vinod Victor, Pastor in Germany
https://youtu.be/lOpCF8d_p6U?si=ySaoe55N0_-T1nsL

d) Rev Canon Rachel Mash.ACEN, South Africa. Season of Creation
https://youtu.be/lOpCF8d_p6U?si=ySaoe55N0_-T1nsL

e) Dr Mathew Koshy Punnackadu. On Biodiversity
https://youtu.be/POOVEL49MXs?si=LYCEPhIk9fq2QXa3lI

f) The Rt. Revd. Henry Sharma Nithiyanandham, Bishop CSI
https://youtu.be/NfMs5CPL1MQ?si=mN-W76TM9xb0gzDJ

g) Dr. RANJITH DANIELS.Scientist, On Sustainability
https://youtu.be/eald4cGD-zGQ?si=Txy7w-vFilwa_8Ej

h) Rt.Rev.Dr Royce Manoj Victor, Bishop CSI on Water
https://youtu.be/48n0OQ4FA2807si=0jDayUWQ1BD1lhKT

i) The Rt.Rev.Dr.George Stephen, Bishop CSI https://youtu.be/7QxEJT7RL-
87si=0WV5-E9f3v0dZuvv

See the results in the following schools
1. CMS School, Ennoramvayal
https://youtu.be/KmVbOICGgBc
2. CMS High School, Mundakayam

https://youtu.be/5¢ch__KW9vno
3. OCPM School, Madurai
https://youtu.be/ycMZAgDBgg8
4. NOYES School, Madurai
https://youtu.be/rvttdSanG10
5. CSI Girls HSS, Pasumalai
https://youtu.be/ABH04yYkVas
6. Bishop Hodges HSS, Mavelikkara
https://youtu.be/4Vy2CENzVBQ
7. CMS College HSS, Kottayam
https://youtu.be/xfkkve2i0N4

Selected Success Stories from five hundred schools of the CSI
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https://bb-csi.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/s3/1620052817061CSIGreenSchoolProgramme-
SuccessStories1620052788184.pdf

Following is the training we gave.
1.Bishop Dr Thomas Mar Theethos (Marthoma Church)& Dr M.P Joseph, Theologian
https://youtu.be/nzwPNJvV12g7?si=JAf5Gr_z3UVtZglu
2. Climate Resilient Churches and Schools training. Bishop Dr Joshua Mar Ignathius (Catholic
Church & Rev.Dr Mothy Varkey, Theologian
https://youtu.be/SFDMhzmP5Ls?si=KxEoK1bCmCM5ldBZ
3. Climate Resilient Churches and Schools training. Dr Manoj Kurian, WCC
https://youtu.be/MugolY-Hc7Y?si=4fLxuiptGM3FQFLmM
4.Rev Dr David Richardt, Australia. Theologian
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgrugHe20OPA&t=751s
5.Kerala Minister Mr P Prasad and Reverend Dr. Peniel J R Rajkumar, USPG.
https://youtu.be/FtXiDh_pEbw?si=LC5IXoeoc-jH-xiF
6.Most Rev Theodosius Marthoma Metropolitan and Rev Dr Daniel Rathnakara
Sadananda(Theologian)
https://youtu.be/aFMTRvHOVDw?si=7sy4WIltYQDpVNsWc
8.Most Rev.Samuel Mar Irenaeus (Catholic Church) and Dr A Bijukumar(Scientist)
https://youtu.be/mGaOuldfC8A?si=2Bv8rcFPOW8raCgK
9.Rt.Rev. John Perumbalathu(Bishop of Liverpool) and Rev Dr Mothy Varkey
https://youtu.be/IcfzajHaGlw?si=c83BRMEIFS69RBOUZ
10.Rev Dr John Samuel Ponnuswamy on Earth Story in Genesis
https://youtu.be/u8g1pKNwBcU?si=sfiOE8xAeZ1zhqll
11.Bishop Isaac Varaparasad and Dr Madhusoodan(Scientist) on Water and Climate Change
https://youtu.be/q6_AU2kBZVA?si=mpUjUb9_0OYMsGCkh
12.All the activities are on the following link.https://csi-synod.s3.ap-south-
1.amazonaws.com/s3/1638450471229EcoBullettin-November2021-Final-
WEB1638450470396.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7j3hsWtFJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awKHvK30TB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kt2um3ETogA

1.Eco-Cultural Evening organised by the CSI Synod.
https://youtu.be/VeVIZM-J8ko?si=-ZVFFyQaiCuVEmjl
2.Group dance - Telegana
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FA4aTPjJKhE
3. Group dance-Tamilnadu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrjn3j68cbA
4. Group Song- Tamilnadu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcmFrINiQ4Q
5.Group Dance Kanyakumary Diocese
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUPTAJVmuck
6.Group Dance- Sunday School Students Madras Diocese
https://youtu.be/2iGBm8XNLpY?si=3laEfgzURai_Nn4K
7.Group Dance-Kanyakumary dioceseDancer is Bebisha B R, CSI Kanyakumary Diocese.
Plant more trees
https://youtu.be/FQX5gUzelEU?si=ZZHoMHfCJh20deme
8.Group Song
https://youtu.be/U3c8qQxccQM?si=rRzNr5hH1tQSLKk2i
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9.Group Song. Madurai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycp1fqTINpg
10. Waste Management — Sunday School, Mannuthy, Cochin Diocese
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6RjOeBDJBs
11.Group Song CSI Church Sunday School, Alankottai, Kanyakumary
https://youtu.be/OyGCKWS1nMU
12.Group Song against Plastic pollution. Children of Thoothukudy Nazareth Diocese
https://youtu.be/jCh1lDhdAcY
13.Green Dance of the children to plant trees. Kanyakumary Diocese
https://youtu.be/RGmdLUWK37M
14.Group dance -Plant trees for pure air and water, Thoothukudy Diocese
https://youtu.be/-Zd9gbzFeUo?si=yA1X5iN1nHfS8ZRK
15. Green activities of School Children, Cochin Diocese
https://youtu.be/6yHWf2bA5D4

Some websites of our work
1. Against GM Mustard
https://bb-csi.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/s3/16200519387460ikos1620051936366.pdf
2. Response to Biotechnology Regulatory Authority of India 2013
https://csimkdecological.org/biotechnological-regulatory-authority-of-india/
https://csimkdecological.org/protest-against-the-decision-of-geac/ (2009)
3. Forest Amendment Bill 2024
https://drmathewkoshy.com/1173-2/
4. CSl Church Formally Endorses Gadgil Report https://csimkdecological.org/csi-
church-formally-endorses-gadgil-report/

Theme Song for Carbon Neutral Parishes
https://youtu.be/C5QSkvCSa9Y?si=930ZkABN1sWILoRui

1. CSI MKD Carbon Neutrality 10 commandments Page 6
https://csimkdecological.org/green-beacon/
2.Carbon neutral CSI Parishes (How parishes are rated carbon neutral)
https://csimkdecological.org/green-voice/

Green Protocol of Church of South India
https://media.methodist.org.uk/media/documents/csi-synod-news-green-protocol-dec-
2019_L7AS3rRL.pdf
https://www.csidubai.com/img/Green%20Protocol%200f%20CSI-%20booklet.pdf
https://csi-synod.s3.ap-south-
1.amazonaws.com/s3/1638939789437GreenProtocol1638939786301.pdf
Carbon audit Google form CSl issued for parishes
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oTpwtglSg43jFcV-02j0OdkCvcRynOfigxLROFQ680Qg/edit
Carbon audit Google form issued for CSI Schools
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fWaoQhGdBMAtDqCgvipSWrtdAUr2yOtVywS94G6Cul8/edit

Ecological leadership given by the CSl in the last ten years, a round up.
1. https://youtu.be/lteiAOKIx-U
2. https://youtu.be/OR5Cg637CsY
3. https://youtu.be/XzRgbT4Tfa0
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